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Summary 

In spite of the Ottoman heritage in Yemen bilateral relations between Turkey and Yemen did 

not develop on the desired level until the beginning of the nineties. Following Prime Minister 

Turgut Özal visited Yemen on December 20, 1986, the first Turkish embassy (in Yemen) was 

opened 1988 in Sana’a. In additional, in the period after 1990 Turkey-Yemen relations 

developed in different fields, includedhealth care, tourism and education. After Ali Abdullah 

Saleh, President of Yemen, visited Turkey in 2008, several mutual visits have been made on 

an official level since then. The forthcoming official Yemen visit of Abdullah Gül, President 

of Turkey, at the beginning of 2011 will bring this issue back on the agenda once again.   

  

In the Post-Cold War period Yemen faced serious problems. After 2000, Yemen, having 

experienced serious problems with its Arab neighboring countries following the breakout of 

the Gulf War in 1991, was torn between Al-Kaida terrorism and an internal conflict with 

Hutsi groups, which opposed the regime. As the civil war escalated, Turkey both provided 

humanitarian aid and pledged its support for the stability national unity and territorial 

sovereignty of Yemen. In this context, the support of the Yemeni government also emerged as 

an important cause on an international level. As a matter of fact, Turkey actively supported 

the Friends of Yemen group, which was established in January 2000 in London, and tried to 

assume the role of a mediator in Yemen to end violent clashes between different Yemeni 

groups 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Turkish-Yemeni Relations: Yemen’s view on Turkey 

 

Introduction: 

In spite of the fact that the Turkish-Yemeni relations rely on historical, cultural and political 

ties, which can be traced far into the past, cooperation had not been developed on a level 

desired by both of the countries until the beginning of the nineties. Yet from the nineties on a 

remarkable cooperation in the field of trade, health care, tourism and education can be 

witnessed. After the visit of Ali Abdullah, President of Yemen, in 2008 it was Abdullah Gül, 

himself President of Turkey, who brought this cooperation on the daily agenda again during 

his official visit of Yemen in 2010. Subject of this work is a study on the historical, cultural 

and social aspects of the Turkish-Yemeni relations from the past until today.  

  

 Yemen during the Ottoman Empire 

The Turkish-Yemeni relations date back to the rule of the Mamluks in Egypt. First of 

all we have to consider that Yemen was also part of the Mamluk Empire, which was founded 

with the help of soldiers of Turkish and Caucasian descent. As a matter of fact Yemen was 

under Mamluk rule when the Ottoman Empire, in the times of Sultan Yavuz Selim, started 

military campaigns in Syria and Egypt respectively. Yet it was Amir Iskender Bey, of 

Caucasian descent, who emerged as the distinguished figure in these events. Following the 

death of Amir Beresbay, who was killed by rioters after he ended the rule of the Tahir 

dynasty, who had established their own rule in Yemen, Iskender Bey was sent to take his 

place. When Sultan Yavuz Selim, upon his victory against the Mamluks in 1517, took over 

the rule in Cairo, the Circassian Beyi Amir Iskender declared his loyalty to the Ottoman 

Sultan and issued a decree, whereupon the name of the Ottoman Sultan is to be read during 

the khutba in the mosque. While Amir Iskender mainly exalted his influence over Sana’a and 

the coastal regions in the west of Yemen, the south of Yemen was under the rule of others. In 

the period prior to the Ottoman rule Yemen witnessed the struggle of the Mamluks and 

Portuguese for its territories. Consequently in 1513 a fleet under the command of the famous 

Portuguese admiral Albuquerque entered the Red Sea and tried to gain control over Yemen 

and Habeshistan. After this campaign the Mamluks, under the command of Selman Reis and 



Huseyin Bey, both from Anatolian origin, started a far-reaching campaign to free territories,  

extending far into India, from the Portuguese.  At the times when the Ottomans ended the rule 

of the Mamluks, thus thwarting the plans to take Aden under supervisory control, Selman 

Reis and Huseyin Bey went to Jeddah.   When the news of the Mamluk defeat spread across 

the Arabian Peninsula and in particular Yemen, Iskender Bey and Selman Reis at once 

declared their loyalty to the Ottoman Empire. Thus Yemen became, albeit indirectly, a part of 

the Ottoman Empire.1  

At the times of Ahmed Bey’s Beylerbeydom in Egypt, the Ottoman Empire took 

further measures against Yemen, which only paid lip service to Ottoman authorities but in fact 

acted independently from them. At first, a fleet under the command of Selman Reis and 

Huseyin Bey ended Mamluk rule in Yemen. In 1524 the territories of Yemen came under the 

control of Huseyin Bey. Yet Ottoman forces failed to exalt supervisory control over the city 

of Aden, which is part of Yemen. In fact Huseyin Bey’s rule in Yemen did not last long and 

only after a short time he lost his rule to Mustafa Bey. In 1527 when Hayrettin Bey killed 

Selman Reis and exalted his rule over Yemen, he himself was deprived from his power by 

Selman Reis’ nephews.2 Unlike the problems witnessed in the coastal regions, Shi’i imams in 

the inner land declared their independence. Hence it can be said that the establishment of the 

Ottoman administration coincided with a serious domestic instability.  This situation changed 

when Hadim Suleiman Pasha, governor of Egypt, set for a campaign to India in 1538. After 

the campaign of Suleiman Pasha Ottoman rule was established in Yemen again. The Ottoman 

Empire granted Yemen the status of Beylerbeydom and Mustafa Pasha, Sanjak Bey of Gaza, 

was appointed.3 In spite of the campaigns, as mentioned above, Shi’i Imams continued their 

uprising. The Ottoman Empire, at the one hand increased its influence over the Shi’i 

population and on the other hand granted the Sunni Yemenites, to whom the Ottoman Empire 

referred to as Mazlum, a Sanjak in return for their loyalty.4 

While the Ottoman Empire struggled to increase its influence over Yemen, both Imam 

Mutahhar in 1567 and Imam Kazim in 1595, respectively, claimed their Imamate and rose up 

in arms against the Ottomans. As a matter of fact Ottoman forces, which regained control over 

 
1 Cengiz Orhonlu, Osmanlı İmparatorluğu’nun Güney Siyaseti: Habeş Eyaleti, Ankara: Türk Tarih Kurumu 
Yay., 1996, s. 6; Yavuz., op. cit., s 41. 
2 Orhonlu, op. cit., ss. 14-15 
3 Başbakanlık Devlet Arşivleri Genel Müdürlüğü, Yayın no: 7, Ankara 1996, ss. 5-7. Sefer ve sonuçları için bkz., 
Orhonlu, op. cit., ss. 15-22 
4 Veysel Ayhan, Yemen İç Savaşı: İktidar Mücadelesi, Bölgesel Etkiler ve Türkiye ile İlişkiler, ORSAM Rapor, s. 7 



Sana’a in 1570, did not to succeed in consolidating their authority over the Shi’i population 

on a desired level in spite of Ja’far Pasha’s attempts to do so in 1608-1616.5 After Imam 

Kazim (died in 1620), who had urged several Shi’i tribes to join forces, his children continued 

the uprising and gained control over northern Yemen in 1636.6 While Ottoman rule declined 

in the inner land, Aden and the coastal strip along the Red Sea remained under Ottoman 

control. In this context it is worth mentioning that the British, who dominated martime trade 

in the Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean from 1840 on, requested permission from the Ottoman 

Empire to set up a coal depot in the surroundings of Aden. In the following period the policy 

of the Ottoman Empire vis-à-vis Yemen was strongly influenced by the attempts of the 

Portuguese, and later on the French, British and German, to exalt their influence over this 

region. As a matter of fact Great Britain occupied Aden and established military rule over 

southern Yemen. In 1849, the Ottoman Empire, which was anxious about the struggle for 

territories in Yemen, carried out a successful campaign in northern Yemen under the 

command of the Cypriot Tevfik Pasha.7 Consequently a significant part of Yemen’s territory 

was regained by the Ottoman Empire in 1849. In spite of temporary uprisings, supervisory 

control was established over Sana’a in 1872. This event coincided with another event, which 

was of significant importance in both Yemeni and Arab history. In the very same year the first 

Arab newspaper was published in Yemen.8 

At the beginning of the 20th century Shi’i uprisings continued under the leadership of 

Mansur Muhammed (Imam Yahya’s father) while the Ottomans initiated modernization via 

several investments. In the year 1902 alone, five industrial schools were opened, of which one 

was at the level of a faculty. Besides, this period also witnessed the establishment of new 

factories. One of these factories was an iron-steel factory. In addition to weapon and 

ammunition factories, also a factory for replacement goods was built in Yemen. The 

Ottomans set up a site for heavy industry in order to continue its investments. For this reason 

Yemen distinguished itself with an industrial sector higher developed than in many of its 

surrounding countries. On behalf of its stone coal resources, which served as fuel in power 

 
5 Remzia Abbas Al Eryani, Mülakat, İstanbul, 16.06.2010. 
6 Yemen: The Bradt Travel Guide Yazar: Daniel McLaughlin S. 15 
7 İhsan S. Sırma, Osmanlı Devletinin Yıkılışında Yemen İsyanları, Konya: Selam Yay., s. 64. 
8 Remzia Abbas Al Eryani, Geçmişten Bugüne Türkiye-Yemen İlişkileri, I. Türkiye-Yemen Forumu, İstanbul Ticaret 
Merkezi, İstanbul, 16 Haziran 2010. 



stations, Yemen, due to its power stations, emerged as the most developed country in this 

region in terms of electricity supply.9  

In 1904, following Imam Yahya’s succession to power after his father’s death, Shi’i 

uprising became more palpable. Shi’i forces, which fell into Sana’a in 1905 even succeeded in 

signing an agreement with the Ottomans, granting their autonomy. According to an agreement 

signed between Izzet Pasha and Imam Yahya in 1911, the Ottoman Empire recognized both 

Imam Yahya’s and the British’ claim to power, who had occupied southern Yemen. In return 

Imam Yahya acknowledged his adherence to Ottoman rule. In the agreement of 1911, Imam 

Yahya furthermore gave up his claim on the region of al-Idrisi, which is populated by 

Ismailites and nowadays part of Saudi-Arabia.10  

On the other hand the war against the British occupation, which was fought together 

with Shi’i militia, lasted from 1913 to 1914. In accordance to the British-Ottoman agreement 

signed in 1913, the Violet Line formed the borderline of the Ottoman and the British sphere of 

influence in Yemen and constituted the border of the province of Yemen between 1903 and 

1905. The agreement furthermore regulates the distribution of Arab territories and recognizes 

British sovereignty in Aden.11  

In the wake of WWI however, the Ottoman Empire joined forces with the Imam 

Yahya’s militia to fight off the British. Yet in 1918, the defeat of the Ottoman Empire marked 

the end of Ottoman presence in Yemen. After 1918, the territories in the north around the 

capital Sana’a came under the rule of Imam Yahya, while the territories in the south with its 

capital Aden came under British supervisory control. Prior to the war, the Ottoman Empire set 

up its 7th army there. Some of the buildings which are nowadays used as a military museum 

were built in the times of the Ottoman Empire in the most beautiful region of Sana’a. The 

historical site of the military museum was surrounded by green areas and rivers, flowing 

through the region. In the Post-Ottoman period yet, the military buildings and beautiful 

surroundings were used as a residence by Imam Yahya, who referred to it as the “Palace of 

 
9 Ibid. 
10 Başbakanlık Devlet.. op.cit.,s. 9, 32.Daha geniş bilgi için bkz., Caesar E. Farah, The Sultan’s Yemen: 19th 
Century Challenges to Ottoman Rule, London: I.B. Tauris, 2002.  
11 Richard Schofield, “Negotiating the Saudi-Yemeni international boundary”, The British-Yemeni Society 
http://www.al-bab.com/bys/articles/schofield00.htm 

http://www.al-bab.com/bys/articles/schofield00.htm


Happiness”.  Besides a village clinic and a hospital are two other remainders of the Ottoman 

period.12  

Moreover, the old Ottoman military base is nowadays used as the working office of 

the General Staff and the President. The war on the Yemen front lasted until 1918.  After the 

war Imam Yahya sent a letter to the Turkish National Assembly in 1921, in which he declared 

his adherence to the newly established Turkish government.  This adherence was officially 

annulated on July 24th, 1923, in the Lausanne agreement.13 The epigraph of the Ottoman 

memorial site is still in place, stating: “The memorial site for the Ottoman heroes who lost 

their lives together with the followers of Imam Yahya for the sake of Islam.” (İmam Yahya 

Hazretleri ile birlikte İslam uğrunda (İttihad-i İslam uğrunda) ifşai hayat eden Osmanlı 

kahraman şühedasıdır”.14 The government of Yemen later on granted permission for a 

memorial site to be set up for the Turkish soldiers who were killed in the war and the 

territories were donated to Turkey.  

THE POST-OTTOMAN PERIOD IN TURKISH-YEMENI RELATIONS  

Following WWI, when the Ottoman Empire withdrew from Yemen, Turkish-Yemeni 

relations continued in the social and political spheres. The military success of the Ottoman 

soldiers, who approached the city of Aden, occupied by Great Britain, until 20 miles inspired 

Imam Yahya’s confidence in Ottoman soldiers and bureaucrats. Thus the fact that a part of 

military officers, bureaucrats and soldiers who remained in Yemen occupied high positions in 

the state, recently established by the Yemen government has to be interpreted in this context.    

Nowadays, over 10.000 Yemeni Turks live within the borders of Yemen. It has been 

stated that the number of Turks living in Sana’a amount to nearly 6000. For instance, the Bir-

ul Azeb district is only one of several Turkish districts governed by a Turkish mukhtar, as 

well as there are Yemen citizens who learned Turkish from their Ottoman forefathers. After 

Prime Minister Erdoğan paid visit to Yemen in 2005, the government of Yemen granted 

permission to establish a Turkish school in Sana’a.  On March 2009, the visit of Köksel 

Toptan, then member of the Turkish National Assembly, caused an enthusiastic stir at the 

 
12 Orhan Gedikli, Yemen’deki Türk İzleri, Ufuk Ötesi, Kasım 2008; Al Eryani, loc. cit.  
13 Yavuz, op. cit., s. 32 
14 Gedikli, op. cit.  



school, where 550 pupils are educated.15 Nowadays there are three Turkish schools in Yemen 

and the preparations to establish a university are in full swing. It is remarkable to see that also 

Mahmud Nedim Pasha, the last Ottoman Governor of Yemen, is found among the ones who 

did not return from Yemen but instead maintained is post as the Governor of Sana’a in the 

times of Imam Yayha.16  

In the Post-Ottoman period, Imam Yahya benefited considerably from the Ottoman 

bureaucrats and soldiers, who remained in Yemen, as he created the structures of the 

administrative, political and military apparatus. The first regular army consisted of old 

Ottoman regiments. Apart from the military apparatus, the remaining Ottoman bureaucrats 

worked as consultants on foreign affairs. Among them Muhammad Ragib Bey emerged as the 

most important person among them and played a crucial role in the history of Yemen. At the 

end of WWI, Ragib Bey went to Istanbul just to return back to Yemen after a short time. 

Ragib Bey, who was recruited by Imam Yahya for the ministry of foreign affairs, should 

emerge as the coordinating force in Yemen’s foreign policy after 1960 and contributed 

considerably to the signing of several international agreements between the Imam Yahya-led 

government of Yemen and other countries. In the times of Ragib Bey, who was fluent in 

Arabic, Turkish and French, a treaty of amity was signed with the Soviet Union in 1928, to be 

followed by agreements signed with the Netherlands in 1933, Great Britain in 1954 and 

Ethiopia in 1955. In particular the agreement signed with Great Britain marked an important 

step to resolve the queries which had been crystallized around the border issue. Former 

Foreign Minister Ragib Bey, whose car is exhibited at the entrance of the military museum, 

won recognition among intellectuals in Yemen also for his contributions in the field of 

music.17  

 

 

 

 

 

 
15 Türkiye Büyük Millet Meclisi Resmi İnternet Sitesi, “TBMM Başkanı Toptan Yemen’de”, 04 Mart 2009, 
http://www.tbmm.gov.tr/develop/owa/haber_portal.aciklama?p1=84304, (e.t.. 06.10.2009) 
16 Yemen’deki Türk izleri üzerine detaylı bilgi için bkz., Gedikli, loc. cit.  
17 Amat Alrauf Hussein Mohammed Al Sharki,  



CONTEMPORARY TURKISH-YEMENI RELATIONS 

 

 Official Relations: Relations in the Fields of State and Diplomacy 

In spite of the fact that the Turkish-Yemeni relations rely on historical, cultural and 

political ties, which can be traced far into the past, cooperation had not been developed on a 

level desired by both of the countries until the beginning of the nineties. Following Prime 

Minister Turgut Özal’s Yemen visit on December 20, 1986, the first Turkish Embassy was 

opened in 1988. But after 1990, upon the reunification of Yemen, Turkish-Yemeni relations 

were marked by a lower intensity. The bilateral relations have only started to change 

currently, when Abdullah Gül, then Minister of Foreign Affairs, paid visit to Yemen in July 

2005 alongside a meeting conducted by the Organization of the Islamic Conference. This visit 

was followed by a Turkey visit of Abdul Qadir Bajammal, then Prime Minister of Yemen, and 

most recently by a Yemen visit of Prime Minister Erdoğan in October 2005. Current Prime 

Minister Erdoğan pointed out at a press conference on the Yemen visit: “We have sensed the 

genuine willingness of Yemen to develop its relations in several fields.” Furthermore Erdoğan 

stated that his meeting with President Ali Abdullah Saleh had been very fruitful and added 

eventually that president Saleh himself had promoted the development of bilateral relations in 

the field of politics, economy, trade and culture.18  

The number of delegations, carrying out mutual visits, reached its peak at the 

beginning of 2008. In this context, Ali Abdullah Saleh, current President of Yemen, visited 

Turkey as honored guest of President Abdullah Gül from February 25 to 26. This visit marked 

the first meeting in the relations between Turkey and Yemen on a presidential-level and was 

dominated by an exchange on various views in the field of political, economic and cultural 

relations as well as regional and international topics. Abdullah Saleh was not only 

accompanied by high-level bureaucrats, but also by ministers and businessmen. During the 

meeting with Abdullah the challenges in Iraq were discussed as well as the Palestinian issue, 

the war on terrorism and the increase in mutual trade and investments.19 At the beginning of 

his speech the President of Yemen discussed the role of his country in terms of Turkey’s 

methods of solution on the Palestinian problem. After that he commended Turkey’s policy on 

the Lebanon issue and pointed out that he was content with the role Turkey played in the 

 
18 Yemen Observer Newspaper, “ Business Cooperation Tops Yemeni-Turkish Dialogue”, 27.10.2005  
19 Official Web Site of President Ali Abdullah Saleh, “Yemen, Turkey review last developments in Iraq”,  
25.02.2008 http://www.presidentsaleh.gov.ye/shownews.php?lng=en&_nsid=6095&_newstitle=turkey 

http://www.presidentsaleh.gov.ye/shownews.php?lng=en&_nsid=6095&_newstitle=turkey


overcoming of the presidential crisis in Lebanon. He further stated that Yemen is supporting 

the candidature of Turkey for temporary membership in the Security Council.20  

Prior to Abdullah’s visit, the Third Term Meeting Protocol of the Turkey-Yemen Joint 

Committee, signed on September 7, 2005, was ratified by the parliament. Within the 

frameworks of the protocol, collaboration is to be intensified in different fields, encompassing 

trade, culture, energy, health care and tourism.21 In 2009 we note various mutual visits on 

both sides with the aim to further develop relations. In this context, Ali Babacan, then Foreign 

Minister of Turkey, paid visit to Yemen in February 2009. During Ali Babacan’s visit, apart 

from the fact that both sides exchanged their views on regard to the efforts made to foster 

Turkey-Yemen relations in particular, the official welcoming ceremony of Ali Babacan made 

its mark on the agenda. Hereby especially the fact that Babacan was welcomed by the 

Yemenis according to a protocol once implemented for the Ottoman Governor had a 

significant importance in terms of international opinion. By that Yemenis most vividly created 

the impression that they had overcome the historical suspicion of Arabs vis-à-vis the Ottoman 

Empire. As a matter of fact in the study Ottoman Resurgence, published by Yigal Schleifer in 

“Foreign Policy”, the implementation of the protocol for Ottoman Governors upon Babacan’s 

visit in Yemen underlines the idea of Turkey’s growing influence in the Arab world.22 During 

several visits in Yemen, Babacan met with Nadia al-Sakkaf, the first main editor of Yemen 

Times and pointed out that the relations between the two countries reached an all-time high.  

Shortly after Babacan’s visit Köksel Toptan, the then speaker of the Grand National 

Assembly of Turkey, upon invitation, paid visit to Yemen in accompany with a delegation of 

the parliament. After common meetings between the two parliaments, Toptan put an emphasis 

on the importance of a composite dialogue of the two countries alongside his meeting with 

Abdullah Saleh. During the meeting the then President of Yemen assessed the importance of 

Turkey’s efforts on the Palestinian issue and underlined the role Turkey played during the 

events in Gaza.23 

As a matter of fact Turkey’s policy in face of violent events in Yemen had an impact on 

the development of both countries on state-level. As the tension-filled interplay between the 
 

20 Official Web Site of President Ali Abdullah Saleh, “Yemen backs Turkey to get permanent seat on UN security 
council”, 25.02.2008, http://www.presidentsaleh.gov.ye/shownews.php?lng=en&_nsid=6097&_newstitle=turkey 
21 Bkz., T.C. Resmi Gazete, “Türkiye-Yemen Karma Komitesi Üçüncü Dönem Toplantısı Protokolü” 15 Şubat 
2008, Sayı : 26788, Karar Sayısı : 2008/13219 
22 Yigal Schleifer, “The Ottoman Revival: Turkish nationalism goes back to the future”, Foreign Policy, 15 April 
2009, http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2009/04/15/the_ottoman_revival  
23 Official Web Site of President Ali Abdullah Saleh, “President Saleh receives Turkish senior official”,  
05.03.2009, http://www.presidentsaleh.gov.ye/shownews.php?lng=en&_nsid=7017&_newstitle=turkey 

http://www.presidentsaleh.gov.ye/shownews.php?lng=en&_nsid=6097&_newstitle=turkey
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2009/04/15/the_ottoman_revival
http://www.presidentsaleh.gov.ye/shownews.php?lng=en&_nsid=7017&_newstitle=turkey


different groups within Yemen increased, Turkey, at first anxious that this issue might turn 

into a regional crisis, refrained from any intervention on a domestic level. In the course of 

these events the Turkish Foreign Ministry announced publicly that Turkey supports the 

integrity of the Yemen state. In June when the tension between the government and the Shi’i 

militia turned into violent clashes, the Turkish Foreign Ministry announced in a statement on 

regard to this topic: “Turkey supports the stability, national and territorial integrity of 

Yemen”. Furthermore it is stated: “We dismay the violent events, which took place in Yemen 

in the last months and threaten the political stability of the country. The relations we maintain 

with Yemen can be traced far into history and are of friendly and fraternal nature that can be 

even regarded as perfect. The stability of Yemen is of importance in terms of peace and 

stability of the region.”24   

In September, when violent events dominated the agenda in Yemen, President Abdullah 

Gül invited Abdullah Saleh once more to Turkey and expressed his support on regard to the 

national integrity, stability and security of Yemen during a telephone conversation.25 

Furthermore on September 23, in the wake of a further escalation, the Turkish Foreign 

Ministry expressed its concern in face of recent violent events in Yemen and reaffirmed its 

support in favor a solution which safeguards the national and territorial integrity of Yemen.26 

Turkey’s support to the government of Yemen manifested itself once more in a monetary 

grant amounting to 100,000 U.S. Dollar as a reaction to the international appeal of the World 

Food Program. Eventually it is interesting to note that Turkey, in face of the violent events 

which took place in Yemen, gave strong support in this cause to the Sana’a government. In 

this context Turkey forged ties with the Friends of Yemen Group which was formed to 

overcome the current issues in Yemen and thus engaged in an international commitment to 

contribute to the solution of the Yemen issue. As a matter of fact Abdullah Gül sent an 

official letter to the President of Yemen on occasion of a national day of celebration in June in 

which he emphasized that the stability, national integrity and security was important for 

Turkey and consequently reaffirmed Ankara’s solidarity with the Yemenis, to whom he 

referred to as brothers.27    

 
 

24 Yemen'de Son Aylarda Meydana Gelen Şiddet Olayları Hk Dışişleri Bakanlığı Açıklaması, No:97, 18 Haziran 
2009.  
25 Official Web Site of President Ali Abdullah Saleh, “Saleh receives phone call from Turkish president”,  
07.09.2009, http://www.presidentsaleh.gov.ye/shownews.php?lng=en&_nsid=7636&_newstitle=turkey 
26 Yemen'deki Gelişmeler Hk Dışişleri Bakanlığı Açıklaması, No: 166, 23 Eylül 2009 
27 Official Web Site of President Ali Abdullah Saleh, “Turkish president congratulates Saleh on Unification Day”,  
01.06.2010, http://www.presidentsaleh.gov.ye/shownews.php?lng=en&_nsid=8362&_newstitle=turkey 

http://www.presidentsaleh.gov.ye/shownews.php?lng=en&_nsid=7636&_newstitle=turkey
http://www.presidentsaleh.gov.ye/shownews.php?lng=en&_nsid=8362&_newstitle=turkey


Trade and Social Relations Between Turkey and Yemen  

  In coincidence with the rapid development in the last period on state-level, the 

relations also mark a considerable change in terms of social aspects. The relations between 

Turkey and Yemen in terms of social aspects encompass the fields of economy, trade and 

education. In this context the broadcast of Turkish TV series in Yemen, the organization of 

Yemen visits under participation of Turkish press organs and publishers, the willingness of 

Turkey to engage in restoration and repair work to preserve the historical legacy of Yemen 

and the fact that Turkish schools in Yemen both expanded their activities both in terms of 

scope and quantity is very important. The broadcast of the Turkish series Nur, the Yemen 

report which is broadcasted on the Ayna Program in Turkey and the activities and meeting 

organized by the Turkey-Yemen Joint Committee, ranging from tourism to health care and 

most recently in November 2010, the meeting of Turkish businessmen in Yemen proves of the 

rapidity with which these bilateral relations develop. 

Apart from mutual visits, especially the collaboration in the fields of education and health 

care marked an important milestone in the social relations of the two countries. At the fifth 

seasonal meeting of the Turkey-Yemen Joint Committee in June, 2010, on the one hand the 

implementation protocol for cooperation in the field of tourism was signed, on the other hand 

an agreement was reached on regard to scholarships at university level. Hereby Yemen 

demanded for an increased quota, a demand which was kindly received by Turkey. In an 

speech given by Bülent Arınç, former house speaker of the Parliament of Turkey and Vice-

Prime Minister, he pointed out that the quota for scholarships in the first cycle (Lisans) will be 

increased to 15, whereas the quota for scholarships in the second cycle (Lisansüstü) will be 

increased to 10, connected with the statement that a further increase up to 20 scholarships in 

the first cycle are envisaged for the term 2011-2012.28  

It is striking that Yahya al-Mutawakkil, Minister for Trade and Industry of Yemen, 

upon giving his signature on cooperation in the field of tourism as representative of his 

country, also stressed the fact that some concepts on a cooperation in the field of trade were  

worked out. Mutawakkil pointed out that the meetings yielded fruitful results, stating: "We 

created the basis for (the development of) bilateral relations in the field of economy and trade. 

Our innermost wish is the establishment of a labor council between the two countries before 

 
28 Finans Gündem, “Yemen ile turizm protokolü imzalandı”, 09.06.2010,  
http://www.finansgundem.com/haber/Yemen-ile-turizm-protokolu-imzalandi/27964 

http://www.finansgundem.com/haber/Yemen-ile-turizm-protokolu-imzalandi/27964


end of this year. This council will be the carthorse in bilateral relations.”29 As a matter of fact 

the Yemen Ambassador of Ankara reaffirmed the wish to develop bilateral relations in the 

field of investment, trade and tourism when he met with Vice-Prime Minister Arınç on 25 

November, 2010.30 In fact the memorandum of understanding on regard to the establishment 

of a labor council was signed in 2009. While on the Turkish side Sadık Yıldız was appointed 

as chairman, the fact that no appointment was yet made on the Yemeni side is the reason for 

its delay.  

 The Yemen Ambassador however, pointed out that economic relations have not 

reached the desired level yet. According to Sadık Yıldız, who was appointed as chairman of 

the Turkish-Yemeni labor council, the considered council was established to develop trade 

and economic relations between Turkey and Yemen. Yıldız, stressing that under consideration 

of present economic relations bilateral trade was insufficient, stated that the Turkish export 

volume realized with Yemen was 353 million dollar at the end of 2008 and 352 million dollar 

at the end of 2009 respectively. Instead the import volume, realized with Yemen, shows a 

regressive trend totaling up to 703,000 dollar at the end of 2008 and 310,00 dollar in 2009. 

Notwithstanding the aggregate trade volume of both countries is permanently increasing since 

2007. Namely, a volume of 274 million dollar in 2007, 354 million dollar in 2008 and, most 

recently, 379 million dollar in 2009 was realized. Furthermore the idea of a Free Trade 

Agreement to foster bilateral trade relations between Turkey and Yemen was brought on the 

agenda, too. But it is However, to be fair, it must be said that work on this issue will take 

some time.31 According to Yıldız, between March and June, 2010, meetings with for different 

delegations from Yemen were realized in Ankara and Istanbul, each stressing the 

development of cooperation on trade. Yıldız furthermore stated that there were nine Turkish 

companies operating on the Yemeni market from June on and entertained the hope of a steady 

increase of new companies in this region.32  

Maybe the most important attempt undertaken by a civil association to increase 

economic relations was a business trip of a 57-strong delegation to Yemen between October 

 
29 TRT Haber, “Türkiye-Yemen Ortak Komite Toplantısı”, 08.06.2010,  http://www.trt.net.tr/trtavaz/turkiye-
yemen-ortak-komite-toplantisi--haber-detay,tr,5957b164-5062-408b-b2d7-1bc2c8630ac3.aspx   
30 Saudi News, “Yemen, Turkey review bilateral relations”, Nov 25, 2010, 
http://www.saudinewstoday.com/article/38986__Yemen,+Turkey+review+bilateral+relations 
31 M. Sadık Yıldız, “Yemen’le Ekonomik İşbirliği İmkanları”, Türkiye-Yemen Forumu, İstanbul Ticaret Merkezi, 
İstanbul, 16 Haziran 2010, 
http://www.orsam.org.tr/tr/trUploads/Etkinlikler/Dosyalar/2010624_orsam.yemen.forum112.pdf 
32 Zaman Gazetesi, “Yemen'de hangi sektöre yatırım yaparsanız yapın lider olursunuz”, 06.07.2010, 
http://www.zaman.com.tr/haber.do?haberno=1003082&title=yemende-hangi-sektore-yatirim-yaparsaniz-yapin-
lider-olursunuz 
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18th  and 21st, 2010, which was organized by MARİFED (Federation of Marmara Business 

Life Associations) in coordination with TUSKON (Confederation of Industrialists and 

Businessmen of Turkey). The fact that nearly 350 business men from Yemen were 

participating in the joint meeting, which was held by TUSKON and the Federation of the 

Yemeni Chamber of Commerce, indicates the significant importance Turkey has for Yemenis 

in terms of trade relations. The fact that the participants of the Turkey-Yemen Trade Forum 

did not only come from Istanbul or Ankara, but also from different regions like for instance 

İnegöl proves the fact that this event contributed significantly to the development of a dialog 

between Turkey and Yemen on a social level.33 

When we return to the cooperation of Turkey and Yemen in the field of education we 

can tell without any doubt that the recently established Turkish schools are the major reason 

for the steady increase in Yemeni students in the first and second cycle (in Turkey). We 

observe that students who graduated from these lyceums make the greatest efforts to continue 

their education in Turkey. International Turkish Schools, multilingual schools with English as 

primary language of instruction and Turkish and Arabic as secondary languages, have been 

established 1998 in Yemen, too. The schools which are represented in three big cities in 

Yemen with four branches are currently running activities to open branches in other cities, 

too. Hereby it is important to note that role of these three schools, located in Sana'a, Aden and 

Taiz must not be reduced to a mere educational exchange only.34  After Prime Minister 

Erdoğan paid visit to Yemen in 2005 the government of Yemen granted permission to 

establish a Turkish school in Sana’a. On March 2009, the visit of Köksel Toptan, then 

member of the Turkish National Assembly, caused an enthusiastic stir at the school, where 

550 pupils are educated.35 Nowadays the number of Turkish schools in Yemen amounts to 

four and it is worth mentioning that they embarked on works to establish a university, too.  

It is important to stress that the schools mentioned above play also a constructive role in 

the development of bilateral trade relations. For instance Turkish schools played a fostering 

role when the 1 million deal between Abdoh Shamakh, founder of the Yemeni Shafa company 

and the Nikita agricultural company, which originates from Niğde, was worked out in March 

2010. The Yemeni business man Shamakh pointed out that visits to Turkey, Turkish business 

 
33 Bkz., TUSKON, “Yemen’e Ticaret Ve Yatırım Heyeti Düzenlendi”, 
http://www.tuskon.org/icerik/haber_detay.php?id=796 
34 Daha detaylı bilgi için bzk., http://www.tissenior.org/ 
35 Türkiye Büyük Millet Meclisi Resmi İnternet Sitesi, “TBMM Başkanı Toptan Yemen’de”, 04 Mart 2009, 
http://www.tbmm.gov.tr/develop/owa/haber_portal.aciklama?p1=84304, (e.t.. 06.10.2009) 
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men and Turkish lyceums granted him the opportunity to get in touch with the country and 

played a crucial role in his decision to make investments in Turkey.36  

Moreover, the collaboration of Turkey and Yemen on an academic and educational 

level entailed a number of high-level conferences and seminars, which were held in June 

2010. The Turkey-Yemen Forum held on June 16, 2010, in collaboration with the Turkish 

Foreign Ministry, the Center for Middle Eastern Studies (ORSAM) and the Chamber of 

Commerce in Istanbul, accounted for the fact that bilateral relations were brought on the 

agenda again. While the attempt to contribute to an increased activity in the field of academic 

and social exchange between Turkey and Yemen emerged as the main goal of the Turkey-

Yemen Forum, the importance to support efforts to reach mutual understanding among 

different parts of Yemen’s society was regarded as another goal, too. As a matter of fact it is 

striking that the Assistant Foreign Minister of Yemen, who happened to be in Istanbul for the 

third meeting of foreign ministers, attended the Turkish-Arab Cooperation Forum (TAF), 

established in 2007. Apart from the official support by the Turkey-Yemen Forum many 

leaders of civil organizations and academics made significant contributions. Among the 

Yemeni participants, we see Ramzia Abbas al-Eryani, niece of former President Abdurrahman 

and currently chairman of the Arab Women Union, Prof. Dr. Amat al-Rauf Hussein 

Mohammad al-Sharki, scholar at Sana’a University, Rahma Hugaira, Chairman of Women 

Media Forum, Hamid al-Awadhi, Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and Arts at Sana’a 

University, Hafez al-Bukari, Chairman of the Survey Research Center of Yemen, vice-

chancellor of Thamar University, Prof. Dr. Amin A. Al Hemiari and Dr. Khaled Fattah, 

scholar at St. Andrews University.37  

 President Abdullah Gül, in the message he sent for the opening speech at the Turkey-

Yemen Forum, stressed the importance of the Turkey-Yemen Forum and reaffirmed his 

support for a development of bilateral relations. Furthermore President Abdullah Gül stressed 

the importance of his upcoming visit to Yemen as an honored guest of Abdullah Saleh, 

President of Yemen. Afterwards the Yemen Ambassador, Nuriye Hamami, expressed his 

contentment on regard to Turkey’s constructive role in the Middle East and praised Turkey’s 

support to the Friend Group of Yemen as well as its special commitment as a contributor to 

Yemen’s stability. Ambassador al-Hamami, upon mentioning the deep-rooted relations 

 
36 Tarım Haber, “Tuskon Üyesi Nikita Tarım, Yemene 1 Milyon Dolarlık İhracat Yapacak”, 05.03.2010, 
http://www.tarim.com.tr/haber/haberdetay.asp?ID=10489 
37 Katılımcılar hakkında bkz., I. Türkiye-Yemen Forumu, İstanbul Ticaret Merkezi, İstanbul, 16 Haziran 2010, 
http://www.orsam.org.tr/tr/trUploads/Etkinlikler/Dosyalar/2010624_orsam.yemen.forum112.pdf  
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between the two countries, expressed his wishes for an increase in trade volume between the 

two countries and stressed the importance of cooperation in the field of media, culture and 

academics to strengthen the social ties between the countries.38 

  Another very interesting aspect of Turkish-Yemeni relations is the view of Yemeni 

diplomats on Turkey. In this context the fact that Dr. Ali Musenna, Secretary of the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs of Yemen, upon reaffirming his support in favor of strengthened relations 

between Turkey and Yemen, addressed Turkey’s support in the stabilization of Yemen is 

rather noteworthy. He further pointed out that Turkey may serve as a role model due to its 

modern and democratic apparatus, its developed industry and the way how Islamic religion is 

embedded in a modern and coeval life style. Moreover, he stated that the Arab world is 

following up the success of Turkey’s foreign policy with admiration. In this context it is 

important to note that Yemen’s perception of Turkey manifests itself in different ways 

according to a wide range of social aspects. Hence this subject is to be discussed more 

elaborately.  

 

 THE PERCEPTION OF TURKEY IN YEMEN 

 

Firstly, it must be pointed out that there are different aspects which constitute Yemen’s 

view on Turkey. In this context it must be pointed out that both the Ottoman period, the 

period of Imam Yahya and, most recently, Turkey’s policy in the Middle East following the 

Iraq War in 2003 had a strong impact on Yemenis’ view on Turkey. In the Ottoman period we 

see that the perception of Turkey varied considerably among the Yemenis. According to Mrs. 

Eryani for instance, the reason why the Ottoman Empire exercised supervisory control over 

Yemen was merely to protect these territories alongside with the holy regions of Mekka and 

Medinah against European colonialists.39   

In a similar manner, Al-Sharki reveals interesting details on regard to the Ottoman 

period, too. Hereby he stressed the fact that Yemenis did not refer to the Ottoman presence 

with the word “occupation” but used the word “presence” instead. He further underlined the 

fact that the specific Arab term, which is translated into other languages and refers to the 

 
38 Veysel Ayhan, “Dışişleri Bakanlığı, ORSAM ve İTO İşbirliğiyle I. Türkiye-Yemen Forumu Yapıldı”, ORSAM 
Dış Politika Analizi, 24 Haziran 2010, http://www.orsam.org.tr/tr/etkinlikgoster.aspx?ID=172  
39 Remzia Abbas Al Eryani, “Türkiye-Yemen İlişkileri: Kazanımlar ve İşbirliğiyle Dolu Bir Yürüyüş”, I. 
Türkiye-Yemen Forumu, İstanbul Ticaret Merkezi, İstanbul, 16 Haziran 2010  
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Ottoman period is not “Ihtelal al-Othmaniyyah” but “Wujud al-Othmaniyyah” instead – a fact 

which again stresses the idea that the Ottomans were not perceived as an occupying force.40  

In this context, we have to evaluate the Yemen visit of Babacan, then Foreign Minister 

of Turkey. As mentioned above, Babacan was welcomed by the Yemenis with a kind of 

ceremony and parade once held for Ottoman Governors. As Schleifer points out, apart from 

the traditional ceremonies it is striking that important tribe leader were among the groups 

which welcomed him. It has to be stressed once more that the perception of Turkey in Yemen 

is different from all other Arab countries. This has several reasons. The Ottoman period is not 

only perceived according to its confrontational aspects but also regarded as a period of 

collaboration with an emphasis on its conciliatory aspects. A lot of writers, who discussed the 

Ottoman-Arab relations, focus on the conflict periods only. Whereas, as illustrated above, in 

view of Yemen history it must be pointed out that the two countries have rather acted in a 

collaborationist way than as conflicting parties. In WWI both Ottoman soldiers and Imam 

Yahya’s militia lost their lives on the same frontier in a war against Great Britain. Moreover 

the fact that bureaucrats like Ragib Bey, who occupied high posts in Yemen in the Post-

Ottoman period, were not regarded by the Yemenis as a potential source of trouble but as an 

important gain instead.  

In fact it is striking that a part of Yemenis, who evaluate the democratization process 

in Yemen, claim that this process was already initiated during the Ottoman period. According 

to Eryani, who regards the period of Ottoman rule as the initial point of Yemen’s 

development period to come, asserts that the parliament system in Yemen is also a remainder 

of the Ottoman period. Eryani, pointing out that Yemen was represented in a parliament as a 

province during the Ottoman period, concludes that the establishment of governing panels in 

the provinces enabled the integration of regional actors in the political process.41   

  Senay Yıldız, journalist of Akşam Gazetesi, also discussed the issue mentioned above 

in her Yemen studies. According to Yıldız, who underlined that she had the opportunity to 

make research at different places, including Iman University, points out that Yemenis do not 

regard the Ottoman period as a period of occupation. Instead Yemenis with a positive attitude 

towards Ottoman history at the same time follow up dynamics of Turkish policy very closely. 

Furthermore she underlines that being a woman did by no means hamper her research 

 
40 Al Sharki, loc. cit.  
41 Iryani, loc. cit. 



activities, but instead stresses the fact that Yemenis were very helpful throughout her work on 

the research paper.42   

On this regard, Dr. Ali Musenna, Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Yemen, underlines that Turkey can serve as a role model for Yemen on three issues. 

According to Dr. Ali Musenna, Turkey is ahead of Arab countries in terms of politics and 

democratic development. Moreover, as an Islamic country in line with the spirit of the age, 

Turkey is a striking example to belie those who claim that Islam is not in compliance with 

modernism. According to Dr. Musenna, industry is the second field in which Turkey could 

serve as a role model, as it disposes of a developed and modern structure. Hereby Musenna 

stresses the idea that Muslim and Arab countries have to make more efforts on regard to the 

implementation of the Turkish model. In conclusion, the third field in which Yemenis view 

Turkey as a paragon is that of Turkey’s foreign policy on an international scale. According to 

Musenna, thanks to the development of international relations Turkey succeeded in acting as a 

bridgehead between East and West. Hence Turkey’s foreign policy won recognition 

throughout the Arab world.43   

Dr. Khaled Fattah instead evaluates the perception of Turkey among Yemenis from a 

different point of view. Fattah, pointing out that Turkey emerged as a country with significant 

importance in the Arab and Islam world, mentions the strong impact of the recent broadcast of 

Turkish series in the Arab world, including Yemen, had on how Turkey is perceived by the 

people. He further states that the foreign policy of Turkey, a modern and developed country in 

the eyes of Yemenis, is followed up closely in particular on regard to the stance taken on the 

Palestinian and the Iraqi issue. Hereby it is worth noting that Turkey’s foreign policy 

accounted significantly for the fact that Yemeni intellectuals recently turned their eyes 

towards Turkey.44   

This fact also became obvious in a survey about perceptions of Turkey’s foreign 

policy and the role of Turkey in international relations which was carried out by scholars and 

students auf Thamar University in 2010. The survey was made among 16 scholars, of which 

13 were male and 3 female, 38 employees in the administration of the university, of which 30 

were male and 8 female and 146 students, of which 104 were male and 42 female. The survey 

 
42 Söz konusu yazı dizisine Akşam Gazetesi’nin 25 Ocak-29 Ocak 2010 tarihli baskılarından ulaşabilirsiniz.  
43 Ali Musenna, “Kapanış Değerlendirmesi”,  I. Türkiye-Yemen Forumu, İstanbul Ticaret Merkezi, İstanbul, 16 
Haziran 2010 
44 Mülakat, Khaled Fattah, 16.06.2010, İstanbul. 



works finished in June 2010 and the results were presented alongside the Yemen Forum, 

which was held in Istanbul.45  

If we look at the results of the survey, we see that 79.5% of all respondents share the 

opinion that Turkey can play an important role in view of peace and stability of the Middle 

East. In this context Yemenis are of the opinion that Turkey can contribute significantly to the 

stability and peace process of the Middle East. About 70% of all respondents expressed the 

idea that Turkey’s new foreign policy is in favor of the Middle East.  Another very striking 

aspect in this context is that 12 of 13 university professors evaluate Turkey’s Middle East 

policy as positive. On regard to the question how Turkey’s relations with its neighboring 

countries is perceived, 83.5% of all respondents expressed their contentment on this issue. All 

in all we see that Turkey’s new foreign policy, adopted with the aim to reduce problems with 

neighboring country to almost zero (Sıfır-Sorun), has a strong effect on the public opinion of 

Yemen. Moreover 66.5% of all respondents expressed the hope that Turkey can play an active 

role in solving inter-state problems in the Middle East. This serves as an indication that 

Yemenis have accepted the mediator role offered by Turkey. On the other hand, while the 

survey shows that Yemenis believe that Turkey can play a more active role in the Middle East 

in terms of economy, 9% of these respondents even share the opinion that Turkey can exalt its 

influence to the Middle East in the field of culture, too.46  

The students, scholars and employees in the administration of the university all 

expressed their common support for the development of relations between Turkey and 

Yemen. Furthermore a significant number of respondents pointed out that Turkey should 

engage in the commitment to counterbalance the West. Hereby it is very striking to see the 

answers given on regard to questions related to the West. Nearly 64% of all respondents 

shared the opinion that the recently adopted Turkish foreign policy had no negative effect on 

Turkey’s relations with the West. Yet, 46% respondents expressed the opinion that Turkey 

can only provided that it maintains good relations with the West contribute to peace and 

stability in the Middle East. Notwithstanding that, the support of Turkey’s Palestine policy 

accounts to nearly 83%. All in all 85% of all the respondents who participated in the survey 

 
45 Anket çalışması Thamar Üniversitesi Rektörlüğü ile Khalil S. Al-Wagih tarafından gerçekleştirilmiştir. Anket 
sonuçları I. Türkiye Yemen Forumunda Rektör Yardımcısı Prof. Dr. Amin A. Al Hemiari tarafından 
sunulmuştur. ORSAM tarafından hazırlanan I. Türkiye-Yemen Forumu Bildiri Metinlerinde tüm anket sorularına 
ve sonuçlarına ulaşılacaktır. 
46 Amin A. Al Hemiari-Khalil S. Al-Wagih, “Yemen’s view concerning Turkey’s role in the Middle East”, The 
First Turkey-Yemen Forum, İstanbul Ticaret Merkezi, İstanbul, June 16, 2010.  



emphasized in particular their support for the development of collaboration in the field of 

economy, education and culture.47  

On this occasion, the results of the survey, carried out by Prof. Dr. Amin A. Al 

Hemiari Thamar Khalil, Vice-chancellor of Thamar University, in collaboration with S. Al 

Wagih, are listed below. The survey comprises 16 questions and was presented on the first 

Turkey-Yemen Forum. On the basis of the survey results relations between the two countries 

are likely to develop rapidly in the near future.  

1-	Do you believe that Turkey can play a significant role on the peace and stability of the Middle East?
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2-	Do you think that the recent Turkey foreign policy in the ME will serve the region?
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	Do you believe that Turkey can play an effective role in solving the disputes between the ME countrie
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8-	Do you want to see Turkey relation with the West be balanced?

1 7.7 7.7 7.7
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7-	Do you believe that the strong Turkey -West relationship will help the peace, stability and the
development of the ME countries?
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12-	Are you satisfied with the economic, educational and cultural cooperation between Yemen and
Turkey?
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13-	Do you want to see more cooperation in all fields between Yemen and Turkey?
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Student

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

 



14-	Do you like  to see Yemen- Turkey relationship to be outstanding?

13 100.0 100.0 100.0
3 100.0 100.0 100.0

2 6.7 6.7 6.7

28 93.3 93.3 100.0
30 100.0 100.0

1 12.5 12.5 12.5

1 12.5 12.5 25.0
6 75.0 75.0 100.0
8 100.0 100.0

6 5.8 5.8 5.8

13 12.5 12.5 18.3
85 81.7 81.7 100.0

104 100.0 100.0

1 2.4 2.4 2.4

12 28.6 28.6 31.0
29 69.0 69.0 100.0
42 100.0 100.0

Yes
Yes
Don't
Know

Yes
Total
Don't
Know

No
Yes
Total
Don't
Know

No
Yes
Total
Don't
Know

No
Yes
Total

Gender
Male
Female
Male

Female

Male

Female

Category
Professor

Administrator

Student

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

 

Result: 

 

The Turkish-Yemeni relations in the field of culture, history and politics date back far into 

history. As a matter of fact bilateral relations can be traced back to the times of the Abbasids. 

The considered relations encompass the rule of the Mamluks and culminate in the factual 

alliance with the Ottomans during WWI. When we regard all these different periods, it is hard 

to overestimate the level of interactivity between the two nations in various fields ranging 

from politics to culture. Mutual interaction of the two countries’ cultures, similar customs and 

habits and common historical relations contributed significantly to the development of 

relations between the two countries. 

 

Apart from persons like Ragib Bey, the fact that renovated Ottoman military buildings are 

nowadays used as the working office of the General Staff and the President of Yemen, Ali 

Abdullah Salih, may serve as an indication for good relations between the two countries. It is 

worth noting that Yemen recently supported the renovation of ancient Ottoman works, 



financed by Turkey.  As a matter of fact, it is rather significant that, among the buildings to be 

renovated like mosques and castles, the residence of Ragib Bey is found, too.  

 

For this reason it is has to be underlined once more that Turkey and Yemen maintain rather 

deep-rooted relations with each other. In fact, the common ground and cultural, historical and 

social ramifications form a legacy, treasured by both societies in different fields. According to 

the nephew of the former President of Yemen, who addressed important issues in Yemen’s 

politics, pointed out that the rapprochement will not be restricted to the issues mentioned 

above only, but will instead comprise similar policies in the field of architecture, too. 

Nevertheless, it has to be pointed out that no serious development had been achieved for over 

80 years – a fact which has to be evaluated on regard to the regional and global challenges 

both countries faced. As a matter of fact, the change in the security perceptions on an 

international scale following 1990 had a positive effect on the development of diplomatic 

relations between Turkey and Yemen, which gained an impetus from it. Moreover 

opportunities were created, such as the opening of Turkish schools, mutual visits and, most 

recently, significant collaboration on regard to economic relations and trade volume. It must 

be stressed on this regard that this process of collaboration has to be considered as the result 

of dialog based on mutual respect and common interests. In conclusion it can be stated that 

the relations between the two countries are likely to strengthen and develop in the near future.  
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